Citizens For Vallejo Endorse Sampayan,
McConnell, Meitzenheimer and Diaz, and
Cayangyang, Fox and Kearney-Brown
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Citizens For Vallejo (CfV) today announced their endorsements for the
November 2016 election.
Vote Bob Sampayan for Mayor

Paul Norberg,
Treasurer

Vote Robert McConnell, Liat Meitzenheimer and Mina Diaz for
City Council

Dennis Albright

Vote Ruscal Cayangyang for School Board (2-year term), and
John Fox and Marianne Kearney-Brown for School Board (4-year
terms)

Jane Ferrier
Jimmy Genn

President Karol Heppe said after holding a forum at the Springbrook
Masonic Temple on September 25, the group came to a decision quickly,
based on the candidates’ views, “Vallejo needs strong leaders who are
committed to moving the city forward, who are willing to take all
necessary actions to prevent the City from slipping back into bankruptcy,
and who will protect the city from predatory developers.” Bob Sampayan,
Robert McConnell, Liat Meitzenheimer and Mina Diaz are the only
candidates who have demonstrated that their focus as council members
will be as a representative to all Vallejoan’s and not to special interests.
“These candidates have demonstrated and or articulated a willingness to
be responsible fiscal stewards of Vallejo’s budget and the newly updated
General Plan. Vallejo needs fiscally responsible individuals who are not
beholden to special interests and who respect the voice of all Vallejo
residents. That’s why we endorse these candidates,” said CfV treasurer
Paul Norberg.

Bob Sampayan has a long history of community service, he will represent all Vallejoans’, he is
committed to balancing Vallejo’s budget and focusing on long term financial sustainability. Bob has
demonstrated the courage to make the decisions that will promote these goals.
Robert McConnell has demonstrated extraordinary problem solving leadership qualities that have moved
Vallejo forward. Robert understands Vallejo’s issues and is not tied to special interests that want to
control the city.
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Liat Metzenheimer is committed to open communication and transparency in government, respects and
is dedicated to operating within the updated General Plan as a guide for future development, and is
committed to the inclusion of the public in the administration of our local government.
Mina Diaz has expressed and demonstrated values that CfV believe make for a stronger and better
community, including communication and teamwork. These values assure that Mina’s decisions on
council will encompass the interests of all residents of Vallejo and not those of special interest groups set
on promoting their agenda at the expense of the rest of us.
CfV endorces Ruscal Cayangyang, John Fox and Marianne Kearney-Brown for School Board
because these candidates have demonstrated that they are committed to all the members of the district
including the teachers and the community. These candidates have demonstrated that they can speak truth
to power and do not cower in the face of adversity. “More than anything, our school district needs leaders
who take responsibility for their actions, promote transparency and are responsive to the communities
needs,” said CfV member and life-long educator Jane Ferrier.
CfV is a Political Action Committee formed by Vallejo residents committed to ensuring that candidates
for elected offices and incumbents demonstrate leadership qualities that positively advance the City of
Vallejo. “If we are going to improve our quality of life in Vallejo we need smart, compassionate, and
respectful leaders. These candidate embrace these qualities,” said CfV member Dennis Albright.
CfV’s September 25 forum was attended by Mayoral Candidates Bob Sampayan and Bill Pendergast; city
council candidates Liat Meitzenheimer, Mina Diaz, Robert McConnell, and Rozzana Verda-Aliga (who
left mid-way through the forum), and school board candidates Ruscal Cayangyang, John Fox, Marianne
Kearney-Brown, Melissa Bandong Bowman, and Jeanette McCree-Goudeau. We want to thank those
candidates who came to the forum. CfV would also like to express it’s disappointment that another group
decided only one week before the forum to schedule a conflicting forum at the same time. CfV
thoughtfully announced their forum in the Times-Herald in July, and sent all the candidates invitations in
August. In addition, the Times-Herald published the dates and times of the CfV forum several times
during the months of August and September. Despite these best efforts, many candidates chose not to
attend the forum. “The unfortunate outcome of these candidates non-attendance, was to deprive the
attendees of the opportunity to become more informed of the candidates views on issues so as to be better
informed when they vote,” said CfV member Jimmy Genn.
CfV would like to thank the Springbrook Masonic Temple for use of their beautiful facilities, our
Moderators Karimah Karah and David Cates and Marc Garman for videotaping the event.
For more information about CfV, visit our website www.citizensforvallejo.net and facebook page
www.facebook.com/citizensforvallejo.
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